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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


SWAPO HAILS CARIBBEAN SUPPORT 
FL191056 Bridgetown CANA in English 2215 GMT 18 Mar 82 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 18 Mar (CANA)--The South West Africa People's 
Organisation (SWAPO), currently waging a guerrilla war against South Africa 
for control of Namibia (Southwest Africa) says it is grateful to the 
Caribbean region for the support it has given to the liberation struggle so 
far. 


SWAPO's Havana-based Caribbean representative, Helmut Angula, told CANA today 
that this support had been given not only through diplomatic channels inter- 
nationally, but also in material forn. 


Mr Angula, who has stopped off here from Grenada on his way back to his Havana 
base, singled out the governments of Cuba, Grenada, Guyana and the former 
Michael Manley administration in Jamaica as those which had given SWAPO 
"senerous assistance.” 


The SWAPO representative is in Barbados as a guest -f the local Southern 
African Liberation Committee (SALC) which over the years has been trying to 
highlight the Namibian problem to Barbadians to make them more aware of 

the situation. 


But Mr Angula said more support was still needed to conquer the racist 
presence in his homeland and hoped that those governments which have been 
supporting the liberation movement would continue to do so. He lamented 
that Caribbean people generally were not aware of the Namibian problem which 
he linked to the region's historical background--its close colonial associa- 
tion with Britain which also had a similar presence in South Africa. 


Speaking about conditions in his homeland, Mr Angula said about one-third 
of the 824,295-square-kilometre country had already been "liberated" 

by the SWAPO guerrilla forces and the organisation was establishing 
hospitals, schools and other amenities to benefit the Namibian people. 


He said the chances of peaceful independence were very remote, with Pretoria 
wanting his organisation to accept a biased peace formula, designed with 
only the racists’ interests in mind. 











Mr Angula also accused the United States of giving support to the government 
in Pretoria, despite the condemnation of international organisations like the 
United Nations over its illegal South West African occupation. 


Meanwhile, the local Liberation Committee today condemned the latest raid into 
Angola by South African troops in search of SWAPO bases there. The group 

also viewed the move as connected with Washington's policy on South Africa 

to reinforce imperialist domination in the area. 


SALC said it was teaming up with a committee of concerned citizcus against 
next month's visit here of President Ronald Reagan to protest U.S. involve- 
ment in Southern Africa and the presence of American multinational companies 
there, some of which are being encouraged into this region by the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI). 


cso: 3025/1061 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


VARIOUS COMMUNIQUES BETWEEN JAMAICA, OTHERS 
Shearer's Talks in Trinidad 
FL191750 Bridgetown CANA in English 1734 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 19 Mar (CANA)--Trinidad and Tobago and 
Jamaica have agreed to follow-up at a later date talks initiated during 
Deputy Prime Minister Hugh Shearer's recent visit here, according to an 
official communique. 


Mr Shearer left Port-of-Spain yesterday for Barbados where he is not on a 
2-day visit for talks with government officials. 


The communique said that Mr Shearer had discussed problems affecting trade, 
commerce and aviation between the two countries with Industry and Commerce 
Minister Desmond Cartey, and Minister of State Enterprises Ronald Williams. 
Both sides undertook to give urgent attention to resolving outstanding 
problems, the communique added. 


The Caribbean Basin Initiative and the question of a CARICOM heads of govern- 
ment conference were discussed at a meeting with External Affairs Minister 

Dr Basil Ince, Lennox Ballah, permanent secretary in the Ministry of External 
Affairs, and Terrence Baden-Semper, Trinidad and Tobago's high commissioner 
to Jamaica. The communique also said Mr Shearer had discussed bilateral 
relations with Prime Minister George Chambers as well as regional and 
international issues. 


Before his departure for Barbados, the Jamaican deputy prime minister said 
he had found Mr Chambers to be "very cool, knowledgeable and a deep thinker." 
He described his 3-day visit as very cordial. 


The communique said all the meetings were held in an atmosphere of friendli- 
ness and cordiality. 








Shearer's Visit to Barbados 
FL192236 Bridgetown CANA in English 2227 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 19 Mar (CANA)--The Barbados and Jamaica Go vern- 
ments today issued the following communique on the 3-day visit of Jamaican 
Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Hugh Shearer: 


"The prime minister of Barbados, the Right Honourable J.M.G. Adams has 
accepted an invitation to pay an official visit to (?Jamaica). The invita- 
tion was extended by Jamaica's deputy prime minister, the Honourable Hugh 
Shearer, following talks at government headquarters, Bay Street, today. 


"As nine-member Barbados Government delegation headed by Mr Adams and a seven- 
member delegation of the Jamaican Government led by Mr Shearer held wide- 
-anging talks in CARICOM (the Caribbean Community) and Latin American issues 
at government headquarters. 


"Subjects covered by the two delegations include: The heads of government 
conference and possible agreement on air transport, the Caribbean Basin plan, 
the economic situation of the two countries, developments in Central America 
and their effect on the English-speaking Caribbean countries, trade problems 
between Jamaica and Barbados. 


"The prime minister of Barbados, whose delegation included deputy prime 
minister and minister of trade, the Honourable Louis Tull, in welcoming the 
Jamaica delegation pointed to the strong relationship that existed between 
the two countries--a fact which was underlined by the visit. 


"Bearing greetings from Prime Minister Edward Seaga, the government and 
people of Jamaica, Mr Shearer described the talks as an act of strengthening 
the already good relationship which existed between the two countries. 


"Both leaders agreed that their governments would resist any attempts by 
forces inside or outside their countries to cast them in the role of competi- 
tors, to each other's disadvantage, in the spheres of tourism, trade or other 
areas. 


"The delegation heads both welcomed the convening of a heads of government 
conference this year. On the issue of the Caribbean Basin Initiative, they 
welcomed the recognition by the Americans that the rights of workers’ freedom 
to join trade unions and negotiate better standards of living, be safe- 
guarded in any United Statcs foreign investment ventures. 


"The Jamaican delegation included Honourable Neville Gallimore, minister of 
state-foreign affairs, Mr Lloyd Barnett, director political division, foreign 
affairs, Mr Thomas Stimpson, director of foreign trade, H.E. Mrs Ellen Bogle, 
high commissioner designate to the Eastern Caribbean, Mr Allan Weston, head 
protocol divisior Mrs Mavis Campbell, deputy director foreign trade division. 











"The Barbados delegation included the permanent secretary of the Ministry 

of External Affairs, Mr Brazanne Babb, permanent secretary office cf the 
Prime Minister, Mr Gilbert Millar, Mr S.L. Taylor, permanent secretary 
Ministry cf Trade, Mr Steve Emtage, director of finance and rlanning, Mr Carl 
Ince, head protocol and economic division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 
Miss J. Watson, foreign service officer two." 


Shearer on Relations With Cuba 
FL201530 Bridgetown CANA in English 2306 GMT 19 Mar 82 
[Report by Reudon Eversley] 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 19 Mar (CANA)--Jamaica's deputy prime minister, 
Hugh Shearer, today stressed that for his country to resume normal relations 
with communist Cuba, Havana would have to stop its expansion and interference 
into the region. Mr Shearer, who is winding up a 2-day visit here, said, 
however, that no negotiations were currently underway for the reopening of 
diplomatic ties between the two countries, but Jamaica was conducting normal 
business with Cuba in such areas as trade. 


Jamaica broke off diplomatic relations with Havana November accusing it of 
harbouring wanted Jamaican criminals there and training them in terrorism. 


Mr Shearer, who held talks today with top Barbados Government officials 
including Prime Minister Tom Adams, discussed wide ranging matters from the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative, bilateral relations, and the proposed Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) heads of government summit. 


He told a news conference that Barbados and Jamaica would work out a bilateral 
air transport agreement to establish permanently the landing rights for each 
other's national airline. The Jamaican deputy prime minister, who holds the 
trade and foreign affairs portfolios, could not say when such an agreement 
would be finalised. He said that talks would continue on the subject. 


On the question of bilateral trade, Mr Shearer said his government would like 
to increase trade with Barbados and the rest of the region, but face some 
problems, including a foreign exchange shortage. He noted, however, that 
since his administration assumed office in 1980, the trade gap between 
Barbados and Jamaica, which had been in the latter's favour over the years, 
had considerably narrowed. 


Speaking on the U.S. sponsored Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) under which 
Jamaica is getting 50 million out of a 350 million package this year, 

Mr Shearer did not share the view held in some quarters that it was divisive 
for the region. He stressed that the guildeines under whcih the trade and 
aid plan was set up had been put forward by regional foreign ministers at 

a meeting specially called to discuss the scheme before its announcement. 
But Mr Shearer said he could not explain what criteria had been used by 
Washington in allocating the amount of aid given to countries in the region. 











Of the entire package, the Eastern Caribbean will get $10 million compared 
with Jamaica's 50 million. "...There is a difference in the amount. How 
they arrive at it, I do not know," said the deputy prime minister, resvonding 
to suggestions that its big slice of the Washington cake was a sign of 
favouritism to Jamaica. 


Mr Shearer said he had planned to go to Guyana during this visit in the region 
when he also stopped off in Trinidad and Tobago for 2 days, but the time was 
inconvenient for the Guyana Government which is now hosting its annual heads 
of foreign missions conference. 


He dismissed suggestions that his decision not to go to Georgetown might have 
been influenced by criticism both at home and in the region that it would 
have amounted to an endorsement of the Burnham regime, which is said to have 
a bad human rights record. Following a trial sentence recently against 
Donald Rodney, brother of dead historian Dr Walter Rodney, Guyanese groups 
including leading churchmen, had called on Mr Shearer to cancel the visit. 


"Tf it was possible to airange it (the visit to Guyana), I would have been 
there and I would like it to be clearly understood that my not going there 


was in no way influenced by any such accusation," he stressed. 


Mr Shearer and his party leaves for home tomorrow. 


cso: 3/25/1062 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BEL. /£'S IMF MEMBERSHIP--Guatemala City, 21 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Guatemalan 
Foreign Minister Rafael Castillo said today that his government has accepted 
Belize's membership in the International Monetary Fund [IMF], without 
recognizing it as a state. "The dispute between Guatemala and Great 

Britain over this territory will remain until a conclusion is reached based 
on understanding signed in 1981," added the foreign minister. "Guatemala 
has accepted Belize's membership in the IMF because it believes that this 
will bring some benefit to the area," said the Guatemalan foreign minister. 
[Excerpt] [PA220151 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2125 GMT 21 Mar 82] 


GUATEMALAN GCUERRILLA COMMUNIQUE--San Salvador, 20 Mar (AFP)--The Salvadoran 
Government has permitted the publication of a communique issued by the 
Guatemalan guerrillas, who are holding kidnapped journalist Alvaro Contreras 
Velez, in exchange for whose liberation they have demanded the publication 
of the communique in several countries. Previously the newspaper had 
explained that the communique could not be published due to the state of 
siege in force in El Salvador, which restricts the freedom of the press and 
expression. Nevertheless, a government spokesman said chat "for humanitarian 
reasons" authorization had been granted for the two principal Salvadoran 
papers to publish it in their Sunday edition [21 March]. The communique is 
a public declaration from the Political Commission of the Guatemalan Labor 
Party Central Committee on occasion of the “electoral farce'’ held in 
Guatemala on 7 March. Salvadoran and Central American journalistic circles 
commented that this publication would satisfy the kidnappers’ demands. 
Therefore, it was expected that journalist Contreras, director of the 
Guatemalan newspaper PRENSA LIBRE, would be released in the next few hours 
after being kidnapped for several weeks. [Text] [PA212214 Paris AFP in 
Spanish 2027 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


cso: 3010/1128 











COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


COLOMBIA OFFERS AID--Barbados and other West Indian islands can expect some 
economic assistance from Colombia in the future. Colombia's resident 
Ambassador to Barbados Mr Carlos Ayerbe said yesterday that his country along 
with the United States, Venezuela, Mexico and Canada were all part of the 
Caribbean Basin initiative and as such Colombia would be involved in providing 
economic assistance to the islands. He was speaking just before paying a 
courtesy call on Prime Minister Tom Adams yesterday at the prime minister's 
offices at government headquarters. Mr Ayerbe who has been in Barbados since 
last October said that his country also hoped to assist Barbados in the area 
of technical assistance and added that there will be an announcement in 
relation to the granting of scholarships shortly. Other areas in which the 
two countries are hoping to work are in establishing air and sea links. 

Since his arrival, Mr Ayerbe has also paid courtesy calls on Governor General 
Sir Deighton Ward, Minister of External Affairs Mr Louis Tull and members 

of the diplomatic corp. Although he is only accredited to Barbados at the 
moment, he expects that he will also be attached to neighbouring islands in 
the near future. [Text] [FL222058 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in Frglish 

18 Mar 82 p 1] 


NEW RADIO STATION--Bridgetown, Barbados, 22 Mar (CANA)--A new local commer- 
cial radio station, Barbados Broadcasting Service (BBS), is expected to go 

on the air by September, according to press reports today. The NATION 
newspaper today quoted sources close to the private company as saying that 

the directors of the radio station had scheduled regular broadcasts to begin 
sometime before September. Plans had been made originally to have the station 
open for the independence celebrations here on 30 November last year, but 

were shelved to allow permanent studios to be completed. The NATION said that 
the station is being constructed at a cost of $2 million (1 Bdos dollar; 

50 U.S. cents). An agreement for a licence to operate an AM-FM service was 
signed last June by minister of information, Nigel Barrow, and the directors 
of the company. The station is to have three studios, library and programmins 
offices, a news room, reception area and a lunch room with a patio as well 

as the administrative offices. The report said it has been constructed to 
withstand hurricane force winds of more than 160 miles an hour. The BBS 

plans to employ about 22 people in the initial stages. It will be located 

in St Michaels Parish, about 3 miles southeast of Bridgetown. [Text] 
[FL221930 Bridgetown CANA in English 1907 GMT 22 Mar 82] 








BIGWU SCORES CBI--The Barbados Industrial and General Workers Union (BIGWU) 
has described President Reagan's recently announced economic development 
package for the Caribbean as a reverse aid scheme geared to helping the U.S. 
economy out of its current recession. Washington's Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI) envisages an extra U.S.$350 million in economic aid this year, 12 years 
of duty free concessions in the U.S. market for nearly all regional exports 
and incentives to American businesses to set up in the area. "It is a 

reverse aid plan to assist the United States economy, which at the present 
time is going through a near 1930 depression." said the 1l-year-old BIGWU, 
headed by radical leftist lawyer Bobby Clarke. He said the economic aid 
amounted to less than U.$.$35 per person in the Caribbean, which was hardly 
enough to buy a pair of pants. In addition, BIGWU said, North American 
companies setting up in the Caribbean often exploited tax holidays and unde r- 
paid workers. "If the United States wants to help the Caribbean, it can 
arrange to send its road builders with their own management staff to construct 
roads in Dominica, St Lucia, St Vincent, St Kitts, Jamaica, Guyana, Suriname 
and other Caribbean and Central American countries. "The Caribbean Basin 
Initiative must be seen for what it is...a plan to rip off the Caribbean and 
benefit the United States," BIGWU declared. (CANA) [Text] [FL222040 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Mar 82 p 1] 


cso: 3025/1061 











COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


CREATION OF REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT ANNOUNCED 
PA201700 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] A telephone caller who identified himself as Commarder (Tito el Zorro) 
revealed the creation of the so-called (Juan Santamaria Liberation .evolu- 
tionary Front) [Frente Revolucionario de Liberacion Juan Santamari’ |], whose 
main objective will be to overthrow the present government or the uext one, 

if necessary. 


The caller noted that this is the first of several reports that the movement 
will occasionally release to the national media thus beginning the armed 
political struggle in our country. 


According to the supposed spokesman of the organization, there are already 
1,200 guerrillas who were duly trained and armed in Bolivia, Cuba and 
Nicaragua. He explained that the national leadership includes six experienced 
international leaders, including Argentines, Chileans, Uruguayans, Salvadorans 
and Nicaraguans. 


The informer added that the purpose of bringing the guerrillas into the 
country as a totally Costa Rican movement is to establish a socialist govern- 
ment. That is why, he continued, our slogan is: Free fatherland; win or 
die; socialist Costa Rica. 


Referring to the forces already trained, the caller said 800 guerrillas have 
already left for El Salvador to join in the final offensive there scheduled 
to take place within 8 days. 


With the announcement of its existence, the organization takes the first 
step in the future armed struggle in Costa Rica. 


Finally, the caller said there are two Costa Rican commanders in the move- 
ment's national leadership and he identified them as Commander (Manuel 
Antonio) and Commander (Alfonso). 


CSO: 3010/1124 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


JUSTICE MINISTER ON OIL EXPLORATION ISSUE 
PA210215 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 17 Mar 82 


[Excerpts] Justice Minister Elizabeth Odio Benito said that in the past few 
days, the newspapers have published certain ill-intentioned reports that are 
far from true and merit clarification. 


In 1980, with the participation of prominent people like President Carazo, 

the governments of Mexico and Venezuela signed an agreement to aid the govern- 
ments of the area. The agreement, signed on 3 August, had the purpose of 
granting loans derived from oil consumption [words indistinct] respective 
countries to be used in energy development programs, Minister Odio said. 


With this concept in mind and following the Costa Rican Government's decision, 
made many years ago, to support the nation's oil exploration and research 
programs to the fullest possible degree, a technical cooperation agreement 
was signed in November 1980 between Mexican Petroleum, PEMEX, and the Costa 
Rican Oil Refinery, RECOPE, to determine, in various stages, the prospects 

of finding oil in our country. 


It was agreed that the oil research program must be carried out by the Costa 
Rican Government, sponsored by the Mexican Government; should oil be found, 
it would be up to Costa Rica and not to the transnationals, as was the case 
in the past, to decide what will be done with it, the justice minister said. 


The agreement with Mexico, which has already been implemented in various 
stages, was extended in August of last year and in March of this year-~an 
addition was agreed upon for the drilling of the first two oil wells. 
Currently, studies within the technical cooperation agreement are in 
progress, Minister Odio Benito said. 


In contradiction to what the news media have reported, we want to keep the 
transnationals away from our oil. That is why the Costa Rican Government 
must carry out its own drilling and surveys, she said. 


The agreements with Mexico have already been signed and I feel, personally, 
that the last thing that could take place would be for the comptroller to 
ban the oil drilling program, the justice minister said. If that should 
happen, history would determine who is to blame, she added. 


“11 





The comptroller has all of the documents and it is up to him to decide if the 
oil drilling program is to be carried out, Minister Odio said. 


The present terms and conditions of the agreement are most favorable for 
Costa Rica. The agreements were signed by the two governments, a fact that 
does not allow for foul play, like an ill-intentioned newspaper suggested. 
This could never happen because there are no intermediaries or transnationals 
involved, Minister Odio Benito stressed. 


CSO: 3010/1124 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COMMENTARY SCORES U.S. NAVY STATEMENTS 
FL192130 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1500 GMT 19 Mar 82 
[Commentary by Leoncio Del Junco Gonzalez: ‘Mr Lehman's Incompetence" } 


[Text] I am not competent to respond to this question, Secretary of the 
Navy John Lehman said in an evasive manner when asked if a blockade of Cuba 
was a good idea. Minutes prior Mr Lehman, in a meeting with several press 
reporters at the Pentagon, had arrogantly and authoritatively announced that 
the United States had the capability to establish a naval blockade against 
any Caribbean or Central American country. The reference to Cuba was clear, 
so the obvious question was immediately posed and Mr Lehman evaded it. Of 
course, the Yankee secretary of the navy and his bosses in the Pentagon and 
the White House are not qualified to answer this question posed by newsmen. 
At the time of the establishment of a blockade, the people of Cuba will be 
the only ones competent to give the right and forceful answer on whether that 
act of war would be a good idea. 


One has to assume that the naval blockade option remains on the imperialists' 
list of aggressive measures against the Cuban revolution, inasmuch as the 
president of Colombia, Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala, has also called for that 
action. 


In a recently held press conference in New Delhi, India, Romesh Chandra, 
president of the World Peace Council, stated that the tensions in Central 
America and the Caribbean are being repeated in many other parts of the 
world because what the United States sesks is to detonate a war anywhere. 


In effect, the Ronald Reagan administration is doing everything possible to 
increase international tensions, and its threats against the sovereign states 
of America, the Middle East, Africa and Asia are voiced continuously in the 
statements by its spokesmen and its high government officials. 


Due to this, we find ourselves faced with other statements by Mr Lehman, 

who not long ago announced the Pentagon's decision to carry out naval 
maneuvers in the Gulf of Sidra. The Gulf of Sidra, which is considered to 
be an internal Libyan lake, was the scene on 19 October 1981 of a dangerous 
U.S. provocation. At that time U.S. fighter-bombers from the Nimitz aircraft 
carrier shot down two Libyan reconnaissance planes. It would be a never 


13 








ending list to relate all of Washington's warlike actions in the four corners 
of the earth in the recent past. 


What the Washington warmongers have been doing to revive the cold war is in 
plain view in El Salvador, Nicaragua and in the Caribbean. Reagan has 
rejected the sensible proposals for peace recently made by the top Soviet 
leader, Leonid Brezhnev. Lastly, imperialist adventurism continues to 
intensify tensions, hurling threats and creating areas of conflict. However, 
the peoples are staying on the alert, and specifically in our case and in 
that of Nicaragua, are prepared for all contingencies. 


cso: 3010/1130 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON ENDING PROBLEMS IN FARMERS MARKETS 
Ramirez Cruz Urges Honesty 
FL202020 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1903 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] Jose Ramirez Cruz, alternate member of the Politburo and president 

of the National Association of Small Farmers, ANAP, has appealed to the 
peasants to be the first to reject criminal acts, such as the ones demon- 
strated in the recent "operation informer" [operacion pitirre en el alambre]. 
In a statement to the press the peasant leader added that the honesty and 
enthusiastic and revolutionary spirit that characterizes the ANAP members 

will never be tarnished by the activities of a warped minority or by people 
who do not belong to the sector. Jose Ramirez added that the ANAP will direct 
its efforts to reform the control mechanisms and to raise the efficiency at 
all levels as a guarantee that the free markets will fulfill the socioeconomic 
role for which they were created. He stressed: Our members must strongly 
confront the middlemen and be alert against crime. 


Jose Ramirez Cruz, president of ANAP, said in his statement to the press-- 
only a few days after joint forces of the Interior Ministry and Domestic 
Trade Ministry broke up a network of anti-socials in the peasants' free 
markets--that those who obey the law have no reason to fear. He said that 
the organization is working to have the production plans of each member or 
base organization be implemented and perfected, so that the tasks for the 
state will be carried out, and so that only surplus goods be freely marketed. 
He recalled that the prices in the free market must be set by the supply and 
demand mechanism of the seller and buyer which characterizes that type of 
market. Jose Ramirez Cruz stressed that exorbitant prices show egoism which 
does not correspond to the qualities of the Cuban peasants, historic [word 
indistinct] of the working class. 


Drive Against Crime 
FL221314 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1145 GMT 22 Mar 82 
[Commentary by Bienvenido Rojas] 
[Excerpts] The emergence of the peasant free markets in April 1980 was 


pleasant news not only for small farmers and cooperative members, who would 
earn more money, but also for all our people. However, almost 2 years since 
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their creation, prices in the free markets began to go sky-high. What had 
happened to the peasant free markets? This began to worry a lot of people 
and they started taking note until they found the answer. Many criminals 
had infiltrated the peasants and they wanted to live off the efforts of the 
workers. 


And the people went on: Where did all those products come from? Could the 
peasant afford to sell large quantities every single day? The answers began 
to appear. 


Some days ago, the National Revolutionacy Police, in coordination with the 
Domestic Trade Ministry, carried out an operation to put an end to this 
thievery. Now the peasants can go to the market without fear. The stands 
belong to them, not to the criminals. In socialism, the peasant is the 
natural ally of the working class and therefore the battle is not against he 
who plows and furrows the land and reaps the benefits with his sweat. The 
battle is against those displaced people who want to steal the efforts of the 
workers and peasants. It is against those who want to live as parasites in 
this society. In short, it is against the criminals. 


cso: 3010/1131 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
CUBA 


RIZO DISCUSSES AGRICULTURAL EFFICIENCY, PRODUCTIVITY 
Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 14 Jan 82 p 2 


[Speech given by Julian Rizo Alvarez, member of the secretariat 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba, at the 
close of the National Meeting on Labor Organization and Wages, 
sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture and the National Agri- 
cultural and Forestry Workers Union, held on 12 January 1982, 
"Year 24 of the Revolution" ] 


[Excerpts] Comrades in the Ministry of Agriculture, in the 
State Committee for Labor and Social Security, and in the 
Agricultural and Forestry Workers Union; delegates, and guests 
at this meeting on labor organization and wages. 


Undoubtedly, the topic under discussion at this national 
meeting is of great importance in determining the future growth 
and efficiency of agricultural production. There can be no 
doubt that this issue demands the closest attention of the 
party and the state. 


Understanding of Critical Analyses 


During the first years of the past 5-year period, labor 
Organization did not advance as had been expected; this was 
pointed out in the resolution entitled "On the System of 
Direction and Planning of the Economy," approved by the Second 
Party Congress: "The adoption of guidelines that went beyond 
the organizational and technical possibilities of our produc- 
tive system made it difficult to apply the principle of payment 
according to the work performed." This led to stagnation and 
retrogression in the establishment of standards, and signifi- 
cantly reduced the amount made by workers who were paid accor- 
ding to their output. The problems that afflicted the organi- 
zation of labor during this period also became apparent as 
defects in the control of labor discipline. These factors had 
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a severe impact on agricultural activities, and for this 
reason were thoroughly analyzed by our top party leadership. 
The critical analyses made by our comrades Fidel and Raul on 
all these defects have been understood by the workers and by 
our leadership cadres. This situation began to change in 1979, 
with the application of more realistic systems concerning the 
basic organization of labor, based on the principle of payment 
according to the quantity and quality of work, the use of 
standards to measure labor costs, and the providing of economic 
incentives for workers in order to obtain higher levels of 
quality and efficiency in production. 


The decision to apply the General Wage Reform has been a very 
important factor in the development of these systems, which 
have provided the foundations for future developments. 


Today a very favorable recovery trend has become apparent. 

The report you have analyzed shows some encouraging statistics. 
The fact that a 92 percent association rate has been achieved 
by the Ministry of Agriculture workers who work under the sys- 
tem of payment according to output and bonuses means that in 
these 2 years this rate has grown by 32 percent. 


These advances provide the foundation on which work must be 

done to consolidate the application of the General Wage Re- 
form, starting with the efficiency indicators drawn up by 
enterprises, including the improvements made in the different 
payment systems established, their strict monitoring, and other 
activities that enable us to make maximum use of the labor force 
and the workday, so that our productivity and production levels 
with quality may be increased. This is our goal, and what our 
people deserve. 


Phase of Consolidation and Improvement 


The year 1982 should be a phase of consolidation and improvement 
in the correct application of all these mechanisms. 


During this year which is now beginning, we must consolidate 
our major objective of having all work be compensated according 
to the magnitude and the quality of the job performed. 


But attaining this goal will be no reason for celebration if we 
think that this is the task of a particular group, or of 
specialists in one area of limited responsibility. For without 
the joint action of all the administrative and technical cadres 
and the workers, from the national level down to the individual 
enterprise; of the unions; of the State Committee for Labor; and 
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of the branches and operational units of the ministry, and 
particularly of our business management system, we will make 
little headway. 


In the recently concluded year of 1981, the results of our 
nation's major economic activities were positive; we had signi- 
ficant growth in our production levels, and a decisive factor 
in this was our increased labor productivity. 


Prognosis for Increased Productivity 


At the ministry of agriculture, according to the report, a 
growth in productivity of 16.3 percent compared with 1981 is 
forecast. But the different circumstances which will affect 
the economy in 1982--sugar prices on the world market have de- 
clined unexpectedly, and capitalism is in a state of crisis-- 
require us to limit our plans and to provide greater assistance 
to some areas of agriculture. 


Nonetheless, we must also remember that, in terms of practical 
applications, to the extent that we can improve our labor or- 
ganization, our payment systems, the systematic control and 
monitoring of the work being done, and the general performance 
of our workers, to that same extent will we be able to make a 
proper and more efficient use of our resources, and the less 
need we will have of other assistance; we will then need a 
smaller labor force, and higher levels of production will be 
attained. 


To the problems that slow down our plans and which are alien to 
ourselves and to our internal development, we must oppose the 
courage, strength, and determined will of our people to use 
their labor and efforts to prevent any slowdown in the continued 
progress of our socialist economy. 


The history of these 23 years of revolutionary combat has taught 
us to rise up to meet difficulties and to change setbacks into 
successes. In our present circumstances, we expect from our 
agricultural workers and cadres, brave combatants in the strug- 
gle against underdevelopment, self-sacrificing creators of our 
socialist society, the same positive and revolutionary response 
they have always given. 


In the midst of this situation, we must also analyze other 
aspects we have learned from practical experience, in the 
process of applying the various types of labor organization 
and wage systems in agriculture. 
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There are over 22,000 agricultural workers not covered by the 
payment by output or bonus system, because payment systems 

have not been worked out for some activities. Even though the 
systems may have been approved, old systems of payment for labor 
based on time are still in use. No solution has yet been 
developed for workers in livestock breeding and for workers 
involved in the production of cattle, sheep, and goats. 


It seems to me that these matters require urgent analysis by 
our comrades in the State Committee for Labor, in the Ministry 
of Agriculture, and in the Union. 


Comrades: 


Everyone knows the guiding role of planning and the importance 
of preparation, compliance with, and evaluation of the tech- 
nical and economic plan in all economic management. 


No system of linking labor to wages can be viewed in isolation 
from all the economic and other factors that influence produc- 
tive management of enterprises and very particularly of the 
technical economic plan; in the same way it has been shown that 
planning the economy requires that the basic elements on which 
it is based, such as the organization of labor, be taken into 
account. For example, a vital element in planning labor and 
production costs, in addition to the labor force needed based 
on the level of productivity, is a correct technological map for 
each crop, suitable for the needs of each enterprise and each 
place, or in the case of livestock, elements essential for each 
unit, such as livestock feed and the movement of herds, must 

be considered. 


Close Coordination between the Planners and Labor Organizers 


However, we will only be able to do this, if we have very close 
coordination between the planners and the organizers of labor. 
First of all, in order to work out the plans, then to check 
them, and finally to work together in order to make economic 
evaluations and analyses of the level of efficiency achieved, 
so that we can really find out what it is we are doing, its 
quality, how and at what time we must take action, provide 
incentives for certain tasks and improve our experience. 


In all enterprises, in the delegations and in the Ministry of 
Agriculture itself, within its governing council, and at other 
events and meetings, we must periodically analyze the results 
of our management, without overlooking the execution of the 
labor and wage plan. We must become familiar with these 
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indicators and be able to use them as effective tools in 
exercising leadership and our decision-making functions. This 
concentration on problems will enable us to study with more 
precision and with a clearer grasp the many aspects that ensure 
that labor organization will play its proper role, that it will 
serve to mobilize men in their search for greater productivi- 
ty. In so doing, the various facets governing the labor-com- 
pensation relation must be handled properly so that each worker 
will be paid a fair wage for his work. 


No system of payment based on output or bonuses being applied 
for the first time is perfect. It must be improved, based on 
the experience acquired during its practical application. [It 
must be constantly studied so that the necessary corrections, 
based on the conclusions derived from experience, may be applied 
at the right time. We can not make partial or hasty changes, 
or total replacements, unless these changes are based on solid 
grounds. When we do not proceed in the proper way, this has a 
negative impact on the relation linking labor and pay, which in 
turn hurts the economy and production, and causes discontent 
among the workers. At the same time, we have to continue to 
look for more flexible systems. These systems must continue 

to be interpreted better and better by the workers, and must 

be used more dynamically, as a spur to productivity and produc- 
tion. Here we must place particular emphasis and give priority 
to the analysis of payment systems for livestock breeding; in 
this area, such systems can be most effective, as their tech- 
nology is less complex, and the workers have a better grasp of 
ite 


It also happens that at times the process of conversion to 

a more advanced system is not done with the dynamism required, 
and the use of another system, which is obsolete, may continue. 
This has happened with the repair shops for our agricultural 
enterprises. 


Some years ago the method of payment of bonuses for completion 
of the maintenance and repair plan was established, but more 
recently, a method based on payment per item of work completed 
has begun to be used. This method, in the enterprises in which 
it has been tried, has revealed new reserves of productivity, 
and is raising the coefficient of the technical status of our 
equipment stock, despite the problems there are with parts. 
There are some enterprises which, because they have not worked 
out their repair norms for each item, have not switched to the 
new method, and are still using the old system, which is much 
less efficient. 
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Need to Dynamize the Process of Labor Organization 


The need to dynamize the labor organization process and to 
analyze it, freed from rigid systems, is evident. It is not 
enough that we have 92 percent of our workers in the enterprise 
system under the payment by output system; we must move ahead 
in the consistent application of this system, to learn where 
problems still exist, and to seek solutions. 


Today labor organization is one of the most active areas in 
the Direction and Planning of the Economy System, and we must 
respond to its needs, if we want to be successful. 


Another aspect we should not ignore concerns defects that have 
arisen in some provinces of Cuba in the application of the vari- 
ous systems of payment according to output and bonuses. 


The application of the completed field system, as the major 
method of establishing wages for both manual and mechanized 
labor, had a substantial intrease during this period, since its 
use was only 40 percent in 1979, and has now risen to 93 percent 
for all feasible manual labor; to 87 percent for mechanized 
labor; to 100 percent for livestock work; and to 85 percent in 
forestry work. 


In this development, which we may well consider positive, there 
are still some problems which must be resolved, since they dis- 
tort the true essence of this method. This can happen in the 
programming of work and with the determination of the budget for 
its execution; these are not always done before assigning a job 
to the workers. 


It may happen that the workers are assigned to jobs not scheduled 
in the work program, and on occasion, to jobs that do not fit 

the program to be completed, according to the norms used in 
establishing the economic calculations which such programming 
entails. 


In the application of the completed field method, we must not 

overlook the harmful consequences of the lack, in many cases, 

of proper inspection and control of the job being done, and of 
the requirement that every job completed must be accepted only 
if it has a suitable level of quality and quantity. Often it 

has happened that wages are paid which are not really in line 

with the job performed. 


There have also been other tendencies that distort the application 


of the system of payment by completed field, such as payment 
based on the time worked, compliance with norms, and family aid. 
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The payment of bonuses to workers is a positive factor, which 
has been included little by little in agricultural work. We 
Should be careful that the application of payment according to 
the bonus system continues to be based on indicators that 
stimulate the final results of production, in terms of both 
quantity and quality. It is very important that this mechanism 
be used to raise the level of quality of agricultural products, 
and that those items which are cash, exportable crops be given 
priority. Furthermore, we must present the bonus system in such 
a way that, in discussions with the workers, they will under- 
Stand it and put forth their best efforts in order to produce 
enough to be paid bonuses. That is the best form of propaganda 
that can be made for this method of economic stimulus. 


We must be very alert to any defects, since they tend to waste 
the salary funds and to damage the correspondence between what 
is paid and the final results of production. Furthermore, such 
defects can also destroy the mobilizing power of the proper use 
of these bonuses. 


The attachment of man to the area is another method that has 
been increasing in importance. The reduction that has taken 
place in the needs for labor, with its application, indicates 
to us that we should continue to use this method and continue 
to improve it, because of the advantages it offers both the 
worker and the economy of the enterprise itself. 


It is still too soon to make an evaluation of this new form of 
labor organization. However, the enthusiasm and rise in pro- 
ductivity it has caused indicate to us that we should support 
the use of this system, while making its objectives clear, in 
Order to avoid individualistic concepts that could work against 
the principles behind its use. 


So far we have spoken of some of the methods and systems of 
labor organization that are used in agriculture and livestock 
breeding. Some other issues of no less importance have been 
bypassed. Such issues include the integral brigades, for which 
we can foresee some encouraging prospects. I think that some 
day we will be able to speak at greater length on their fore- 
seeable prospects and successes. Now we will briefly evaluate 
the element that forms the axis of the entire system: the forma- 
tion of standards, or norms. 
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Importance of Quality in Norms 


Labor norms are in essence the standard used in the economy to 
measure the labor costs needed in any productive activity. 

The importance of the quality of these norms, and their sys- 
tematic adaptation to the changing conditions of production, 
proceed from their very essence. 


The General Wage Reform has called for considerable efforts. 
Over 145,000 norms had to be brought up to date, and 27,000 
new norms had to be added. 


The efficiency of all our payment systems, their methods and 
modalities, will always depend on the quality of the norms in 
themselves, and also on their proper application in each case. 
Therefore, the technical and professional training of those who 
are responsible for creating these norms can not be interrup- 
ted, and must respond to the rising level required by labor 
organization. Furthermore, we can not forget the training of 
the workers. This is the best insurance we can have for the 
proper application of these systems, and also for helping to 
improve planning of this complex process in the short, medium, 
and long term, when we can determine in advance the measures 
that should be adopted on a local, district, brigade, or estab- 
lishment level in the areas of the division of labor, coopera~ 
tion, and organization of services in the workplace. 


The efforts made by the Ministry of Agriculture to apply the 
Wage Reform to the workers in this sector, and the support it 
has received from the State Committee for Labor and the Agri- 
cultural and Forestry Union, deserve all our consideration and 
gratitude. 


At this time, the agricultural workers enjoy the benefits of 
the measure adopted by the revolutionary government, which has 
helped to resolve some old aspirations, such as the elimina- 
tion of wage subgroups 1 and 2, and the guarantee, in both time 
and money, of paid rest periods. 


The production and economic indicators that agricultural 
enterprises should achieve, based on the application of the 
General Wage Reform, have to be established as commitments to 
be honored by the workers, by the leaders of the workers move- 
ment, and by the administration, in regard to the government, 
to the Party, and above all, to our beloved commander in chief, 
our comrade Fidel. 
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For this reason, we are asking of agriculture the productive 
response which the nation needs. The objective and subjective 
conditions have been established. Whether the goals proposed by 
the Second Party Congress are achieved or not will depend on 

the capability of our leadership cadres, our technical workers, 
and on the use of all their experience and intelligence. 


All this means that, combined with the rational use of wages, 
the suitable application of irrigation, the use of top quality 
seeds in planting, the efficient use of machinery, the raising 
of levels of mechanization, and the strictest possible protec- 
tion of animals and plants from diseases and pests, we may 
promote a vigorous and broadbased movement, with the economic 
efficiency of agricultural production, to reduce costs and raise 
profits of our agricultural enterprises. 


Throughout this process, the organization of labor and wages 

is the most dynamic factor, and is a mobilizing element capable 
of stimulating the masses of workers to achieve the production 
goals established. 


This event, which we are concluding today, has been very 
encouraging to us. 


We appreciate the fact that it is the result of a good effort 
which shows the interest and dedication of its organizers and 
participants, in seeking new ways to help us overcome our pro- 
blems, to become more efficient, and to advance in this complex 
and multifaceted process of directing and planning the economy. 


We hope that 1982 may be a period of consolidation in labor and 
wage Organization, and that it may prepare us to guarantee 

that we will achieve higher levels of efficiency and producti- 
vity in agriculture, as we must. 


7679 
CSO: 3010/1009 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


ALGERIAN MINISTER IN SANTIAGO--Algerian Agriculture Minister Salim Saadi has 
arrived in Santiago de Cuba in the company of his Cuban counterpart, Arnaldo 
Milian Castro, a member of the Communist Party of Cuba Politburo. Saadi 
and his delegation are scheduled to visit the Granjita Siboney, the 26 July 
student city and other areas of interest. Provincial Party Secretary Jose 
Ramon Balaguer welcomed the Algerian delegation at the airport. [FL221421 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


1981 CEMENT PRODUCTION--Our country produced more than 3.6 million tons of 
cement in 1981, it was reported at the fourth national meeting to assess 
inter-factory emulation at the Martires de Artemisa plant. Last year's 
production wa. 461,000 metric tons over 1980. [FL221421 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


SELF-FINANCE MEASURE--The State Committee for Finance has authorized 11 
ministries, 2 state committees and 3 institutes to utilize the financial 
resources they have created to finance their own investments. The measure, 
whose object is to strengthen the economic autonomy of the organs, is based 
on the experience of the Light Industry Ministry. [Text] [FL221421 Havana 
Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1234 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


ACADEMICIANS IN YUGOSLAVIA--Belgrade--A delegation of the Academy of Sciences 
of Cuba [ACC] led by ACC Director Wilfredo Torres, member of the Communist 
Party of Cuba Central Committee, arrived today in the Yugoslav capital for 

a l-week visit. The academicians will visit a military academy in Serbia and 
hold talks with officials of the Serbian Science and Arts Academy. [FL221421 
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1336 GMT 22 Mar 82] 


DELEGATION TO INDIAN CP CONGRESS--Pedro Ross, alternate member of the 
Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Central Committee, has arrived in Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh, to attend the 12th Congress of the Indian Communist Party 
which opens today. Ross is accompanied by Orestes Quintana, a PCC Central 
Committee official. [FL230220 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1512 GMT 
22 Mar 82] 


LLOMPART RECEIVES ALGERIAN MINISTER--Hector Rodriguez Llompart, member of 


the Central Committee and minister president of the Cuban State Committee 
for Economic Cooperation, received Salim Saadi, minister of agriculture and 
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agrarian reform and member of the National Liberation Front Central Committee 
of the democratic and popular Republic of Algeria, this afternoon. The 
meeting took place in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. They dealt with 
matters related to bilateral cooperation in agriculture and other topics of 
interest to the two countries. [Text] [FL230220 Havana Domestic Television 
Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


ALCGERIAN AGRICULTURE MINISTER--The minister of agriculture and agrarian reform 
from the democratic and popular Republic of Algeria, Salim Saadi, has arrived 
in Havana and was received at the airport by Arnaldo Milian, member of the 
Party Politburo and minister of agriculture. During his stay in Cuba, Salim 
Saadi will tour centers of agricultural farming production, rural schools and 
places of historical, economic and social interest. He will also meet with 
leaders of the government. [Text] [FL201715 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1100 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


CHRISTIAN STUDENT MOVEMENT VISITS--Members of the Universal Federation of the 
Christian Students Movement--FUMEC [Federacion Universal de Movimiento 
Estudiantil Cristiano] have visited with Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice 
president of the Council of State, in order to exchange views on topics which 
were the subject of attention in a meeting of the FUMEC's Executive Council. 
(Juan Antonio Franco) from Puerto Rico and (Emilio Campi) from Italy, FUMEC's 
president and secretary respectively, headed the group of visitors. FUMEC 
recently held its Executive Council meeting at the Tehology Seminary in 
Matanzas Province. [Text] [FL201715 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 

1500 GMT 19 Mar 82] 


BASEBALL GAMBLING SCANDAL--After a long, patient and meticulous investigation, 
the National Revolutionary Police have confirmed, through witnesses and the 
confessions of those involved, the guilt of several baseball players, 

trainers and other anti-social elements regarding various criminal activities. 
The investigation revealed a network of bankers, bettors and bookies who, 

with corrupt, undignified and immoral conduct, were dedicated to what they 
considered a lucrative business. The National Institute of Sports, Physical 
Education and Recreation, taking into account the recommendations made by the 
National Baseball Commission and assessing the seriousness of the acts, 

has decided to suspend indefinitely 17 citizen athletes and trainers from 

all competitive sports. Furthermore, all the people involved in these 
despicable acts are in the hands of the appropriate authorities so that the 
severity of the revolutionary laws will be applied against them, besides the 
moral condemnation which they have already received from all the people. 
[FL201715 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


ESPIN RECEIVES WIDF PRESIDENT--Freda Brown, president of the Women's 
International Democratic Federation, has been received at the main offices 
of the Federation of Cuban Women [FMC] Directorate by Vilma Espin, alternate 
member of the Politburo and president of the FMC. The two leaders had a 
fruitful exchange of views, dealt with the international situation and 
cleared up details concerning the continental meeting of women for inde- 
pendence and peace to be held in Managua, Nicaragua next week. The female 
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leaders agreed that the event has great importance in the present situation 
resulting from the threat of Yankee aggression against the peoples of Cuba, 
Nicaragua, El Salvador and Grenada. [Excerpt] [FL201715 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1506 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


TRADE PROTOCOL WITH PRC--German Amado Blanco Fernandez, acting minister of 
foreign trade, has received the PRC governmental trade delegation headed by 
that country's Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade Lu Xuzhang. The two vice 
foreign trade ministers, Jose de La Fuente Menendez and Lu Xuzhang, signed 
the trade protocol for 1982. Present at the signing ceremony were PRC 
Ambassador to Cuba Wang Zhanyuan and the members of the two delegations. 
[Text] [FL191751 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 19 Mar 82] 


SHIPPING AGREEMENTS WITH BULGARIA--Vasil Tsanov and Guillermo Garcia, ministers 
of transportation of Bulgaria and Cuba, have signed an intergovernmental 
agreement regarding commercial shipping at the Protocol Hall in [word 
indistinct] in Havana. The two ministers also signed a protocol covering 
their talks and covering the contracts on the establishment of a joint 
maritime line and the handling of ships at Bulgarian and Cuban ports. 

Vasil Tsanov paid a 5-day visit to Cuba and will be returning home this 
afternoon. Guillermo Garcia and the distinguished guest expressed mutual 
satisfaction over the results of their talks which will increase and expand 
cooperation between Cuba and Bulgaria. [Text] [FL192112 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1904 GMT 19 Mar 82] 


HEALTH EXPERTS MEETING ENDS--The second Nonaligned Movement of health experts, 
also attended by interested developing countries, has ended with the approval 
of the work plan and recommendations to be presented before the sixth meeting 
of the Nonaligned Movement ministers of public health to be held next May. 
Among the recommendations are those referring to international development 
and cooperation toward meeting the goal of health for all by the year 2000, 
proposed by the World Health Organization [WHO]. In the national area, the 
emphasis was on the need to intensify efforts in the field of disease preven- 
tion and in the international area the stress was on the importance of making 
an evaluation of the progress made by the Nonaligned Movement toward meeting 
the goal of the WHO. The Cuban delegation presented--and received the 
approval of the plenum--an important recommendation regarding the formation 
of national (?centers) for the foundation of a network of international 
centers to organize the personnel, accomplish research and make health 
experts available to countries that may need them. [Excerpt] [FL192105 
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 19 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3010/1129 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


REPORTAGE ON DOMINICA'S CHARLES' TALKS 

Request Aid From Trinidad 
FL191539 Bridgetown CANA in English 1520 GMT 19 Mar 82 
[Report by Mervyn Wells] 


[Excerpts] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 19 Mar (CANA)--Dominica's Prime Minister 
Eugenia Charles, now on a 2 day visit here, began her busy schedule of 
engagements today, including talks with Prime Minister George Chambers and 
other top members of the Trinidad and Tobago Government. 


Miss Charles, who arrived last evening accompanied by her Agriculture Minister 
Heskieth Alexander, told reporters at the airport that her mission here was 

to discuss security matters, "technical and input assistance" especially 

for the island's ailing banana industry and housing. 


On the question of security, the Dominica leader, who has survived three 
attempts to oust her administration within the last year, said she was 
looking to Trinidad and Tobago for assistance in this area, but she did not 
give specific details. 


Miss Charles, whose Freedom Party was voted into power by a massive majority 
in 1979, said small islands like Dominica could not undertake the heavy 
responsibility of providing security for themselves. She added that she 
would discuss with local officials what assistance could be given and how 
her government could apply for it in an emergency. 


" .I mean, for instance...if I want assistance, because people have taken 
away my army, how do I get it? How do regional governments react to helping 
me in that respect?,'' Miss Charles said. 


The Dominica prime minister disbanded her island's defence force whose 
loyalty she felt was suspect. 


But Miss Charles ruled out the possibility that she would be seeking local 
assistance in the setting up of a new army. "If they have a new army at 
home, it will not be in my time. I think I have had enough of armies," 


she remarked. 





The Dominica prime minister took pains to explain that the coup attempts had 
not sprung from political disenchantment with her rules, as widely believed, 
but said it was a question of "a large group fighting for something.” 


The Caribbean's first woman prime minister said she would seek assistance 

for Dominica's vital banana industry which in recent years has been ravaged 
by both disease and natural disasters. She is to have a meeting with Agri- 
culture Minister Kamaluddin Mohammed. "We are asking for help for a line of 
credit for certain inputs in the banana industry," Miss Charles said, without 
being specific, but indicated a possible moratorium on payments. 


Miss Charles is also due to hold talks with Housing Minister Wendell Mottley 
and minister in the Ministry of Finance Senator Tony Jacelon. 


The Dominica leader also stated she was eagerly awaiting the convening of 
a Caribbean Community (CARICOM) heads of government summit, slated to be 
held around the middle of this year. 


Trinidad Talks Described 
FL201750 Bridgetown CANA in English 1720 GMT 20 Mar 82 
[Report by Mervyn Wells] 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 20 Mar (CANA)--—Dominica’s prime minister, 
Mary Eugenia Charles, was preparing for home today after talks on security, 
trade and aid with the government of oil-rich Trinida’” and Tobago. 


Miss Charles, who leaves here this afternoon, described the discussions with 
Prime Minister George Chambers, Housing Minister Wendell Mottley and Agri- 
culture Minister Kamaluddin Mohammed as "very cordial and fruitful," without 
going into details. 


The two leaders were to have had another round of discussions last night. 
Miss Charles said the Trinidadians had shown interest in her country's 
problems and plans for solving them, but she remarked "naturally, you cannot 
get results in one day." 


Shortly after her arrival here last Thursday, she told reporters that one 
of her government's headaches was the marijuana trade. 


She also said her government welcomed the United States aid plan for the 
Caribbean and Central America. She said she did not have details of the 
political aspects of the plan reported to exclude leftist governments. But 
she added: "It is their money and they lay down the rules." 


Commenting on multinational corporations, she said that despite all the 
criticisms of them they were needed in the Caribbean because they generated 
employment. 


She told the Chamber of Commerce that Dominica intends mounting a trade 
fair here within the next 3 weeks. One suggestion at the talks with the 





Chamber was that Trinidad and Tobago buy large quantities of citrus concentrate 
from Dominica. Miss Charles discussed matters relating to other aspects of 
agriculture, trade, commerce and communications with the Chamber of Commerce 
officials. 


She also discussed the question of prefabricated housing with Housing Minister 
Mottley. 


Miss Charles pointed out that in this area Dominica had received assistance 
from the Trinidad and Tobago Government following hurricanes in 1979 and 1980. 


On the question of security, she said that the principle of "common training, 
so that we can call on each other" was discussed. 


Prime Minister Charles, who indicated that she meant some of the less 
developed countries (LDCS), added: "T don't think any of us can afford a 
standing army." 


cso: 3025/1061 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP SAYS GAIRY PLANNING INVASION 
FL201635 Bridgetown CANA in English 1610 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 20 Mar (CANA)--Prime Minister Maurice Bishop 
of Grenada has said that his deposed predecessor, Eric Gairy, is still 
harbouring thoughts of launching a mercenary invasion of the island. Bishop 
told reporters that since the Gairy regime was toppled in a 13 March 1979 
coup the former prime minister, who is now living in the United States, has 
been attempting to put together a band of mercenaries to invade the "Spice 
Island." 


He said that lately Gairy was linking up with many "elements" operating in 
the New York and Miami areas in the United States to plot the invasion. He 
alleged that these people had opposed Gairy when he was prime minister but 
are now holding meetings with him in connection with plans to overthrow 
the ruling New Jewel Movement (JNM) here. 


Bishop charged that Gairy, who is reported to be living in California, was 
in Miami twice in the past month and on one occasion met with some of the 
exiles living there. "There is no doubt about it that Gairy is still main- 
taining this illusion and dream that he can come back to Grenada," he said. 


Recently, the left-wing Grenada Government said it was still interested in 
having the deposed prime minister extradited to stand trial for a list of 
crimes including alleged involvement with murder, and corruption. The govern- 
ment said it had fulfilled the requirements for the extradition. It said the 
evidence against the former prime minister had in some cases come out of the 
report of an independent Commission of Enquiry Sir Eric had appointed 8 years 
ago to probe the administration of justice in Grenada. 


The lone commissioner, Jamaican jurist Sir Herbert Duffus, had found gross 
irregularities and declared certain named persons, including a senior police- 


man subsequently appointed to the cabinet by Sir Eric, wnfit for public 
service. 


CSO: 3025/1060 


32 











COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP, WHITEMAN COMMENT ON CARICOM SUMMIT 
FL201520 Bridgetown CANA in English 1455 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 20 Mar (CANA)--Prime Minister Maurice Bishop 
of Grenada has announced tha is People's Revolutionary Government (PRG) 
is involved in the discussions concerning the holding of a Caribbean Commu~ 
nity (CARICOM) heads of government conference. 


Mr Bishop told reporters here that from all indications it seemed that summit 
would be convened this year but there were still the questions of the agenda 
and venue for the meeting to be settled. 


He said he felt this could be settled within the next 6 to 8 weeks, paving 
the way for a possible meeting of the heads in the next 4 to 5 months. 


The Grenada Government has already said that one of the issues which it would 
like discussed at the conference is the operation of the Caribbean Food 
Corporation (CFC). Foreign Minister Unison Whiteman said the Grenada Govern- 
ment believed that the CFC should be stimulated to give greater "life and 
spirit" to the expansion of food production and trade in the region. 


He said other issues which the government would like to see on the agenda 
include the call for the Caribbean to be recognised and respected as a zone 

of peace, the U.S. aid plan for the Caribbean Basin, cooperation among airline 
serving the Caribbean, alternative energy sources, joint regional projects 

and the strengthening and expanding of the University of the West Indies 
(UWI). 


cso: 3025/1060 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BISHOP HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE ON VISIT TO VENEZUELA 
FL191235 Bridgetown CANA in ;iglish 1045 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] Caracas, 19 Mar (CANA-REUTER)--A West Indian Islands prime minister 
said yesterday that President Reagan's proposed aid plan for the Caribbean 
Basin was an insult, and he also condemmed recent NATO manoeuvres in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 


"This plan discriminates against countries," Grenadian leader Maurice Bishop 
said. "This plan is chicken feed. It's an insult. This plan is only aimed 
at achieving (U.S.) military interests." 


He was speaking at a press conference shortly after meeting Venezuelan 
President Luis Herrera to discuss bilateral agreements. Mr Bishop arrived 
yesterday moming for an unannounced 10-hour visit to the South American 
Repub lic. 


Commenting on the recent North Atlantic Treaty Organisation manoeuvres in 
the area, Mr Bishop said they had been a threat to peace, and unnecessarily 
escalated tensions in the region. He said Grenada's Government was "parti- 
cularly concerned that NATO has now chosen to get involved in this region," 
adding: "That is clearly a result of the prompting and the pressures of the 
United States." 


Mr Bishop also criticised allocations in the U.S. aid plan saying that of 
the $350-million programme "110 million will go to the sink-hole of El 
Salvador and another 100 million will be divided between two countries." 
"There are a few million left for about 20 countries," he added. The prime 
minister said civil war in El Salvador could not be resolved through force 
and claimed that the civilian-military juta now ruling there would not be 
able to maintain power. 


"We believe the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) and its 
political arm, the Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR) are authentic 
representatives of the people and must be brought to negotiations," he said. 


CSO: 3025/1060 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


GREETINGS FROM NICARAGUA, TANZANIA, PDRY 
FL200035 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] The people of Nicaragua have reiterated their support and solidarity 
for the Grenada revolution. We have the text of the message sent to the 
people of Grenada from the revolutionary junta in Nicaragua: 


The junta of the Government of National Reconstruction and the Nicaraguan 
people present their most warm fraternal greetings on the celebration of 
another anniversary of the revolution of the Republic of Grenada and we 
express our [word indistinct] wishes that the historic and combative Grenadian 
people may consolidate more each day their process until reaching the goals 
that you have set for yourselves for the destiny of that nation. Nicaraguans 
reiterate our support and solidarity at the same time that we extend our hopes 
of brotherhood, remaining firmly at your side in your fight against aggres- 
sive imperialisn. 


Meanwhile, the president of the Republic of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, has 

sent a message to the government and people of Grenada on the occasion of the 
3d anniversary of the revolution. The message, addressed to Prime Minister 
Bishop, said Grenada's determination to build a free, sovereign nation has 
won the admiration of Tanzanians. A people wnited, irrespective of their 
numbers and the size of their territory is an undefeatable force. The 

message said Tanzania is looking forward to greater and continued coopera- 
tion with Grenada in the Commonwealth and the United Nations. It said cordial 
and fraternal relations will be developed for the benefit of the people of 
Grenada and Tanzania. 


Another message was also received from ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, secretary general 
of the Central Committee of the Socialist Party of Yemen and the prime 
minister of that country. 


cso: 3025/1060 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


SURINAME RICE GIFT--Grenada has received a gift of 150 tons of rice from 

the government and people of Suriname. The rice, which arrived here earlier 
this month, will be sold to consumers at the usual wholesale and retail 
prices. According to an official of the Marketing and National Import 

Board, the money collected from the shipment will be put in a special account 
and will be used on projects that will benefit all Grenadians. The official 
did not, however, disclose what particular project was in view. [Text ] 
[FL200235 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 19 Mar 82] 


BUS SERVICE--Grenada's national bus service starts official operations next 
Monday. This was disclosed today by the manager of the bus system. Some 

14 buses will be operating in St Georges, three in St Andrews, two in Saint 
Patrick and one bus each for the parishes of St Mark, St John's and St David. 
[FL200235 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 19 Mar 82 ] 


GDR DELEGATION--St Georges, Grenada, 20 Mar (CANA)--A five-man delegation 
from the German Democratic Republic (GDR) has concluded discussions here with 
the People's Revolutionary Government and the Grenada Telephone Company 
relative to the proposed upgrading and expansion of the government-owned 
phone system. The present system has 3,160 lines over seven exchanges in 
the island and, on the basis of a (U.S.)$13-million line of credit from the 
GDR, it is proposed to add 3,800 new lines and connect the sister islands 
of Carriacou and Petit Martinique into the system through a radio link. 
Equipment for the new system is to be supplied by the GDR and is expected 
to be in operation by the end of this year. [Text] [FL201800 Bridgetown 
CANA in English 1655 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


MINISTER RETURNS FROM CUBA--St Georges, Grenada, 20 Mar (CANA)--Deputy 
minister of health, Chris Deriggs, has returned from Cuba where he attended 

a meeting of senior health officials from over 50 countries of the Nonaligned 
Movement. The meeting discussed a plan of action for implementation of 
adequate health facilities for all by the year 2000, and it is preparatory 

to a major consultation of ministers of health of nonaligned countries 
expected to be held next year. [Text] [FL201800 Bridgetown CANA in English 
1600 GMT 20 Mar 82] 
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COUNTRY $=.) ON HONDURAS 


PDC MEMBER ASKS PRESIDENT ABOUT U.S. BASE 
PA212119 Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 18 Mar 82 p 7 


[Excerpt] Ramon Velasquez Nazar, former candidate for deputy by the Christian 
Democratic Party [PDC] and candidate for president of the Political Insti- 
tute, yesterday asked President Roberto Suazo Cordova to publicly tell the 
Honduran people about the U.S. intention to build a military base here. 


Velasquez Nazar sent a lengthy letter to the president explaining that: 
"Regarding the case of Amapala, everyone knows that it worries the residents 
of that town because it has become a military target. However, what the 
people have not said, although they know it, is that the existence of a 
military organization made up of single men has increased prostitution, 
especially because there are no sources of work in Amapala, because former 
rulers have kept the town in a backward state." 


Regarding the strategic location of Amapala, he told tne president that "the 
Honduran Army, alone or with the Pentagon's advice, had not thought earlier 
of the need to build the Henecan Port. They do not need a port of access 

in the Pacific, but want to force the Amapala people to leave their town and 
leave the naval forces free to build a base in the island that will not only 
respond to the interests and defense of the Honduran sovereignty but which, 
manipulated by the United States, can control the Fonseca Gulf and three 
Central American nations." 


The negotiations of this type have been made by persons unknown to the public 
and civilian authorities and sometimes without the knowledge of the armed 
forces. In sum, this gives us the idea that the manipulation of the country 
by the United States is being hidden, Velasquez Nazar said. 


cso: 3010/1125 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


PNH DEPUTIES MAY RESIGN FROM CONGRESS 
PA200121 Tegucigalpa Cadena Audio Video in Spanish 1145 GMT 17 Mar 82 
[Report by newsman (Douglas Membreno) ]} 


[Text] The most acute internal crisis of the past 5 years is in the offing 
forthe National Party of Honduras [PNH]. It was reported yesterday that a 
large group of nationalist deputies is seriously considering resigning their 
national congressional seats, whether the senior party leaders approve or not. 


The main reason for their attitude is the handling of the national congres- 
sional sessions, which have been characterized in the past few days by the 
Liberal Party's deputies ignoring most of the nationalist deputies’ motions. 


At first, the possibility of massive and prolonged resignations from Congress 
was proposed by this group of deputies to the top PNH leaders, particularly 
to those of the [PNH Leader Ricardo] Zuniga clique. Nevertheless, the 
leaders disregarded this possibility, God knows why, going so far as to 

cover up this internal party conflict. Their efforts to contain the conflict, 
which could be the worse PNH crisis yet, were confirmed yesterday by members 
of the so-called Zuniga clique. 


According to certain statements made, the 13 potential dissidents are 
determined to resign in the next 2 weeks if their adversaries, the liberal 
steamroller, who have majority in Congress, do not change their attitude. 


Well-informed sources close to the PNH gave Radio America this information 
in strict political confidence. They said that the serious difference in 
opinion expressed by the deputies who will presumably resign from their 
seats is only a protest and does not mean that they are against the top 
PNH leader, Ricardo Zuniga Augustinus, but only against his main advisers. 


It seems that the PNH official sector wants this internal problem to look 
like a small plot, so as not to block former head of state retired Gen Juan 
Alberto Melgar Castro's unification efforts. 


Nevertheless, the sources did not disclose the names of the deputies who 
will presumably resign from Congress, but said that from 10 to 13 PNH 


deputies are determined to take this measure in the next few weeks if the 
situation in Congress and the attitude of the Zuniga clique remain unchanged. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA DISCUSSES COUNTRY’S IMPORTS 
FL201645 Bridgetown CANA in English 1622 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 20 Mar (CANA)--Jamaica's import bill this year 
will increase by (U.S.)$250 million to $1.75 billion, according to figures 
disclosed by Prime Minister Edward Seaga. The import bill last year was 
(U.S.)$1.5 billion, a $301 million increase on the 1980 figure. 


At a briefing for top media officials here that was reported yesterday, the 
Jamaica leader said that the additional $250 million being spent would go 
towards the importation of capital goods and raw materials. But Mr Seaga, 

who is also finance minister, made it clear that most of the money for imports 
would not be in cash, but rather in lines of credit and similar facilities. 


The move by the prime minister was to counter arguments by importers here 
that they were unable to gain import licences to purchase raw materials for 
industry and other areas of the economy. 


"Applicatns must now be aware that hard cash is not going to be available for 
the purcahse of commodities that can be obtained on credit terms," Mr Seaga 
said. The fact was, he added, that a large amount of the funds available 

to countries like Jamaica was in credits, and was somewhat unpredictable 
until international financial institutions met and decided on the quantum. 


In Jamaica's case, its allocation was made recently during a meeting of the 
institutions in Paris, and (U.S.)$35 million would be available next month 

and another (U.S.)$35 million in May. However, he pointed out that because 
of the arrangements the financial flow to the country was uneven, with only 
about 30 percent of the total amount coming in the first half of the year, 

producing bottlenecks. 


Mr Seaga urged importers to make use of available lines of credit and to 

draw on the resources of institutions such as the Export Development Fund 
(EF), a revolving scheme funded with loans from international institutions. 
"Tt is almost embarrassing to the comtry that here is an international 
institution making available funds for use in a specific way and we are not 
making use of it," he said of the EDF. However, Jamaican importers have 
argued that lines of credit are expensive to use, and that the matching funds 
needed to be put up by local banks for them to use the EDF were too heavy. 
But Industry and Commerce Minister Douglas Vaz said the government did not 
believe that "people are working hard enough to gain access to the EDF." 


Mr Seaga also disclosed that the government had earmarked an initial (U.S.)$25 
million for "critical items, contingencies and emergencies." 


CSO: 3025/1062 


39 








COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


SUPREME COURT JUDGE EXPLAINS EMERGENCY DECREE 
PA201700 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Excerpt] We know that many Nicaraguans understand perfectly well the 
meaning of the state of national emergency decreed by our government junta. 
However, a sector influenced by agitators and interested in sowing confusion 
does not have a clear view. The situation is normal in urban and rural areas; 
commercial, industrial and recreational activities have not been halted for 

a single moment. 


These reactionary sectors are trying to establish a comparison between 
Somozism's famous states of siege with the revolutionary state's emergency 
law. 


We interviewed Supreme Court Justice (Mariano Barahona) because we feel 
that it is the duty and obligation of this newscast to present for the 
people a clear view of the emergency law: 


[Begin (Barahona) recording] This is basically a suspension of the rights 

and guarantees that are included in the basic statute of rights and guarantees 
of Nicaraguans. An exception to this is the right to join unions, which 
cannot be suspended. This is a basic right such as that of [words indistinct] 
freedom of religion and to (?join) religious groups, and other rights that 

we previously mentioned. [Words indistinct] habeas corpus does not exist 
during this time. However, the writs of habeas corpus that were presented 
before this decree went into effect can go through the legal channels and 
[word indistinct]. 


cso: 3010/1026 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


'RADIO 15 SEPTEMBER' VIEWS SANDINISTS' TRIP TO CUBA 


PA211630 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September to Nicaragua in Spanish 0300 GMT 
20 Mar 82 


[Excerpt] This official radio station of the Nicaraguan Democratic Forces 
[FDN] has been able to confirm that a delegation of the top mangy-dog Marxist 
leadership went to Cuba to meet with tyrant Fidel Castro in order to receive 
his orders. The intelligence service of the FDN, the Army Independence, 

has corroborated that a small delegation of the top FSLN leadership went to 
Cuba in order to receive orders from Fidel Castro regarding the implementa- 
tion of the state of siege and the martial law throughout Nicaragua. 


We have already confirmed who went to Cuba. We know very well that the 
group of salves was headed by traitor Daniel Ortega Saavedra, who is the 
coordinator of the puppet junta, and the renegade Bayardo Arce Castano. 
Radio 15 September informs our people that this unexpected and hasty trip 

of the FSLN leadership to the home of their Cuban masters had two goals: 
They quickly went to Fidel Castro, who called them for an emergency meeting 
in order to give them precise instructions on how they must apply more 
pressure--that is, more repression—to contain the overwhelming advance of 
our freedom commandos, whose presence and effectiveness is increasingly 
being felt. If this isn't true, let the frightened henchmen and mercenaries 
of the dictatorship, who were quartered in their military bases scarcely 250 
and 300 meters from the bridges that were destroyed by the anticommunist 
guerrilla commandos of the FDN on 14 March, say so. 


This delegation also included Arce Castano in order to give an outlook of 


unity to the FSLN criminal leadership, which is presently experiencing the 
biggest internal crisis in its history. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


PAPER DISCUSSES REGION'S PROBLEMS, REAGAN 
PA201430 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 16 Mar 82 p 4-A 
[Editorial: "Commenting on the Central American Problem" ] 


[Text] The United States had been maintaining for a long time a completely 
inflexible position regarding the various possibilities of finding a solu- 
tion to the Salvadoran problem by sticking to the unyielding position of 
rejecting a dialogue with the Salvadoran guerrillas as an acceptable means 
to achieve peace. 


However, dispatches during the last few hours have reported that President 
Ronald Reagan himself has expressed a change in the U.S. position. He has 
said that he believes that the solution presented by Mexican President Jose 
Lopez Portillo, which has been supported by many countries including Panama, 
a solution that suggests that the roots of the problem be taken into account 
and that a comprehensive and respectful dialogue be held by all the parties 
involves. [Sentence as published] 


The Mexican initiative also has the support of the EEC and French President 
Francois Mitterrand. During his recent visit to the United States, Mitterrand 
reiterated this position and expressed his full support for President Lopez 
Portillo's proposal. This constitutes a hopeful opening for an effective 
solution to the Central American problem. 


Trying to find an answer to this problem without the presence of the 
guerrillas' spokesmen (which is Mr Napoleon Duarte's stand) would be the 

same as ignoring the real existence of half the difficulties. It is precisely 
this half--right or wrong, although it seems to be right--that represents 

the voice of the rebel weapons that express the anguish, poverty and the 
dissatisfaction of a large majority of Central American society. 


The time has come--within a broader framework of more positive and effective 
comprehension--for us to realize that in the case of Central America, as in 
almost all cases, truth is not found at the extremes but in the middle. 

This means that a solution found through joint dialogue will surely exclu- 
sively favor neither the interests of the extreme left, including the 
undeniable participation of the USSR through Cuba, nor the interests that 

Mr Napoleon Duarte so stubbornly obeys following the straight lines of his 
erroneously called Christian democracy. 
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The bloodbath that the Christian Democrats have given to El Salvador and 
that has surpassed in such a short span the bloodbath that Somoza gave 
Nicaragua for many years, is not the answer. Proof of this is that Napoleon 
Duarte's government is running out of ammunition but the noise of his ultra- 
modern rifles has not been able to quiet the voice of the rebels. The work 
of the leftists who supply weapons to the Central American revolutionaries 
has been unable to silence the growing movement for a genuine democracy; 

one that truly loves, works and does everything possible for the people; 

one that truly expresses its Christianity by neither excluding the poor 

nor considering that comfortable living is the exclusive right of 14 families 
in any given country. 


If these two sectors claim to be the realities, then let realities speak. 

May an intermediate solution arise from this respectful conversation--respect- 
ful as well as respectable--taking into account the right's truth and the 
left's truth in order that the middle path, which will be the path to peace, 
can be taken. 


cso: 3010/1127 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


ILLUECA, MOSS PRAISE AGREEMENT ON SOCIAL SECURITY 
PA202229 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 17 Mar 82 pp A-1, A-16 


[Text] Yesterday, Dr Jorge Illueca, Panamanian foreign affairs minister, 
handed an official letter to U.S. Ambassador to Panama Ambler Moss from the 
Panamanian Government detailing important agreements for the payment of the 
Panamanian social security tax, corresponding to contributions made by Panama 
Canal Commission and U.S. armed forces employees for the second payment of 
the 13th month salary. 


"TI believe that this is a very fair and positive agreement, which shows U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan's willingness to harmoniously resolve issues that are 
pending with the Panamanian Government within the spirit of friendship and 
cooperation reflected in the 1977 Panama Canal treaty," Dr Illueca said. 


The ceremony took place yesterday, 16 March 1982, in the morning, at the 
Ricardo J. Alfaro room of the Panamanian Foreign Affairs Ministry. 

Dr Abraham Saied N., general director of the Panamanian Social Security 
Service and one of the architects of this agreement, which favors Panamanian 
workers in the canal area, was also present. 


As he praised the terms of the agreement, the foreign minister said that 
"it is an act of justice toward the workers to refund to them the money 
deducted for that reason." "In that sense, the U.S. Government is honoring 
a tradition of fairness and equity that we greatly appreciate," Dr Illueca 
said. 


In turn, U.S. Ambassador Moss pointed out that "the agreement is highly 
positive and shows my government's interest in solving any problem to 
preserve the happy association of two peoples united by the same spirit if 
willingness to serve humanity." 


Dr Saied also spoke during the brief but significant ceremony. "This agree- 
ment is the result of long months of work, of negotiations we sometimes 

felt had stagnated," he said. "I believe that we have arrived at an agree- 
ment that, although not perfect, allows us to go ahead and solve some problems 
we needed to solve in a relatively short period of time," he added. 
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"T also believe that the workers will feel pleased with the efforts of both 
nations to implement the concept that dialogue is to be the best way to 
solve conflicts," Dr Saied said. Finally, he recognized the efforts made 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and by Ambassador Moss in arriving at 
agreements that are fair to and positive for all parties involved. 


The following is the text of the Panamanian Foreign Affairs Ministry commu~ 
nique on the important agreement between the United States and Panama for the 
enforcement of Panamanian social security norms in the Panama Canal area, 

as set forth in the Torrijos-Carter treaty. 


The communique reads: 
Foreign Affairs Ministry Communique 


The Panamanian Foreign Affairs Ministry informs the country that a satis- 
factory agreement has been reached between the governments of the United 
States and Panama on the payment of taxes to social security. These fees 
correspond to the contribution of Panama Canal Commission and U.S. armed 
forces’ employees for the second payment of the 13th month salary. To this 
end, the Panamanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs exchanged notes today with 
the U.S. ambassador to Panama, His Excellency Ambler H. Moss Jr., in order 
to formalize the payment arrangement, based on the following terms: 


l. The agreement shall take effect beginning with the contribution corres- 
ponding to the year 1982. 


?. The Panama Canal Commission and the U.S. armed forces will raise the 
necessary funds and arrange payment schedules with the Social Security 
Service in order to cancel 1980 and 1981 contributions. 


3. Contributions made on behalf of employees under the compulsory social 
security scheme will not be deducted from their salaries or be considered 
part of their salaries. 


4. In view of the above concept, deductions made by U.S. agencies over the 
past year to account for the second payment of the 13th month salary will 
be refunded to the employees. 


The Panamanian Government has accepted the terms of the payment arrangement 
to ensure full coverage for Panama Canal Commission and U.S. armed forces' 
employees under the social security system; this coverage shall take effect 
on this date. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs believes that this is a positive agreement, 
as it indicates the Reagan administration's favorable disposition toward 
solving pending problems, which must be resolved in harmony with the spirit 
and letter of the 1977 Panama Canal treaties. 


Panama, 16 March 1982. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


COLUMNIST CLAIMS PAREDES' RULE--The country has hardly recovered from the 
surprise caused by Colonel Florez’ unexpected retirement. Now the new 
commander of the National Guard announces that he will voluntarily retire 
next year. This decision, undoubtedly linked to Colonel Paredes presidential 
candidacy, annuls the commander's promises of impartiality. An institution 
such as the National Guard, whose participation in the nation's affairs is 
determined by its commander's ambitions, whims, and criteria, will not feel 
duty-bound to fulfill commitments made by a previous commander to the nation. 
In this case, Colonel Paredes' promises is empty rhetoric. If this is not 
the case, and we admit that the present commander of the National Guard has 
enough power to control the guard even after his retirement, we will reach 
the conclusion that Colonel Paredes will keep control of the guard. His 
retirement would be merely a constitutional formality imposed on all the 
presidential candidates who have held executive positions in the republic. 

In either case, hopes for a democratic solution seem more remote now than 
ever before. [Text] [PA201910 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Mar 82 

p 1A] 
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